[State of kinesthetic sensitivity in patients with a latent or subclinical course of alcoholic polyneuritis].
Use of kinesthesiometry and stimulation electroneuromyography has made it possible to reveal generalized disorders in the state of the peripheral nervous system in 45 chronic alcoholics. These disorders observed in all patients consisted in a lowering of the kinesthetic sensitivity, a deterioration of the conductivity along the sensor and the motor fibres of the median and the tibial nerves, and a diminution of the number of functioning motor units in the hand and foot muscles, as compared with respective parametres in healthy subjects. On the basis of the electroneuromyographic findings a latent or a subclinical form of alcoholic polyneuritis was diagnosed in these patients. The kinesthetic sensitivity was found to get lower (this lowering being statistically significant) as early as in the primary stage of chronic alcoholism, and to show a tendency to a rise under the influence of disintoxication therapy.